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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
Florida ARECS – Welcome to OUR HOME!

By: Frederick W. Jones, Esquire 
President, Attorneys’ Real Estate Councils of Florida, Inc. (“Florida ARECS”) 
Past President of Central Florida Real Estate Attorneys’ Council (“CFREAC”)

Please let me be the first to welcome you to the 
brand new home of Florida ARECS and our website, 
www.flarecs.com. The creation of this site and Florida 
ARECS itself, over the last couple of years, has been 
a labor of love for and commitment to the real estate 
practice of Florida Attorneys. We began with a small 
group of attorneys from around the state who, as 
leaders of their local Real Estate Councils (“RECs”), 
had demonstrated their commitment to our goal. We 
were brought together and generously supported by 
The Fund, and, thus, our goal to build a bridge for 
real estate attorneys among themselves statewide 
as well as throughout the real estate industry across 
Florida has now become a reality.

In formulating the Florida ARECS model, mission and 
goals, we listened to our constituents….real estate 
attorneys and local RECs around the State of Florida. 
As a result, we believe we have met your goals and 
have a lot to offer. So, why should you listen to us?

Florida ARECS may be a new entity, but the people 
and forces behind it have been around forever – and 
I mean forever! The real estate attorneys serving on 
the Florida ARECS Board have seen it all. Our seven 
board members have a combined 199 years of real 
estate experience! Our strategic partner, The Fund, 
has been in the real estate business in Florida since 

1948, operating as a title underwriter and as a title 
services provider. The Fund currently serves over 
3,000 real estate attorneys in Florida, and, trust 
me, The Fund has seen it all. So, let Florida ARECS 
and The Fund give you the benefit of our combined 
experience.

We believe that attorneys are uniquely qualified to 
better protect the public in real estate transactions. 
When we as real estate attorneys, Real Estate 
Councils and real estate professionals work together, 
we can better represent and improve outcomes for 
all involved. We mean it when we say “all involved.” 
That means all parties in a transaction, real estate 
agents and lenders – as well as buyers and sellers. 
We created Florida ARECS and www.flarecs.com not 
to take the place of the local attorneys’ RECs but to 
harness the energy and maximize the local talent of 
the RECs in an effort to create a central bank, if you 
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would, of their ideas and successes for the benefit of 
all RECs. We want to be a conduit to bring together 
professionals and ideas from across the real estate 
spectrum to provide education, information and 
resources to our members as well as consumers, to 
enhance the practices of real estate attorneys, and 
to make each real estate experience a successful, 
positive and rewarding one.

Buying and selling real estate is unique. It is not 
like buying a refrigerator where you can go on-
line, read consumer reviews and click order! While 
some consumers and others may think it is easy, it’s 
not. It’s complicated. It involves various aspects of 
the law and layers of issues ranging from entering 
into a contract with its obligations, contingencies 
and potential liabilities, to financing, obtaining 
marketable title and closing. We know that but often 
times consumers may not, so we feel real estate 
attorneys must stay in the game. Our goal is that 
Florida ARECS will enable the local REC’s and real 
estate attorneys to remain a vital part of this process 
and to work together, as well as with other real estate 
professionals, to reach a common goal…successful 
real estate transactions and practices.

I invite you to browse our site. We support the 
local Real Estate Councils and nearly 1000 attorney 
members of these Councils across Florida, and our 
website will have links to the Councils’ websites and 
calendars as well as information and resources for 
the attorney members. We also have free resources 
for consumers to learn more about what’s involved in 
real estate transactions and tools and information for 
real estate agents who are on the frontlines working 
to serve them.

Together we all succeed.

Learn more about Mr. Jones and the other Florida 
ARECS leaders at flarecs.com/leadership.

☐

To sign up for or more information about upcoming 
events, visit flarecs.com/calendar.

Upcoming Events

1/13 North Dade & The Beaches / South 
Dade - Joint Member Seminar & Cocktail 
Reception

1/13 First Coast - Leadership Luncheon

1/14 North Florida - Membership Meeting

2/10 South Dade - Membership Meeting

2/10 North Dade - Membership Meeting

2/11 North Florida - Membership Meeting

2/11 Central Florida - Membership Meeting

2/15 Martin County - Membership Meeting

2/17 Bay Area - Annual Economic Outlook 
Luncheon

2/23 Indian River - Membership Meeting

2/24 Bay Area & Sarasota-Bradenton - 
Meeting Reception

2/24 Palm Beach - Membership Meeting

2/24 Florida ARECS - Board Meeting

http://flarecs.com/leadership
http://flarecs.com/calendar
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Florida ARECS and Florida Realtors® – Working Together
OPENING NEW LINES OF COMMUNICATION

On November 3rd Margy 
Grant, Vice President/General 
Counsel of Law and Policy for 
Florida Realtors® sent an email 
to all their local associations 
containing the following about 
Florida ARECS:

New Legal Resource for Realtors®

The Attorneys’ Real Estate Councils of Florida or 
“Florida ARECS” is a coalition of twenty local Real 
Estate Councils or “RECs” representing a network of 
nearly 1,000 real estate attorneys across the state. 
Florida ARECS and its member attorneys are available 
to help Realtors® become more knowledgeable 
and successful by keeping you informed and in 
compliance with ever-changing rules and regulations. 
The attorneys offer legal education on a wide variety 
of commercial and residential real estate-related 

issues including contract issues, FIRPTA, CFPB 
compliance, the new Closing Disclosure, as well as 
the new rules governing private and seller financing, 
to name a few. The presentations are designed to 
increase professionalism and improve cooperation 
between attorneys and Realtors® so that we may work 
together to better serve the public. Take advantage 
of this new resource by contacting the REC in your 
area. You can also visit www.flarecs.com to learn 
more about the REC in your area and view other free 
resources for Realtors®. For additional information, 
you can contact Trey Goldman in our Office of Public 
Policy in Tallahassee

We understand the value these relationships bring to 
the success of your members and want you to know 
we are doing all we can at the state level to improve 
them.

☐

Web Content Highlight
THE CLOSING COST CALCULATOR

Do you receive constant requests from clients, 
lenders and Realtors® for an estimate of closing 
costs? If so, take advantage of our Closing Cost 
Calculator on flarecs.com. Don't go to go to the time 
and expense to build your own when you can simply 
add a link to our Closing Cost Calculator to your own 
firm or title company website

Visit flarecs.com/closing-cost-calculator to try the 
calculator out today!

The Closing 
Cost Calculator

flarecs.com/closing-cost-calculator

http://www.flarecs.com
http://flarecs.com/closing-cost-calculator
http://flarecs.com/closing-cost-calculator
http://flarecs.com/closing-cost-calculator
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Tips from Florida ARECS

Tip #1:
MAKING THE MOST OF REC MEMBERSHIP

Tip #2:
FINDING SPEAKERS

We encourage you to review your member profile. 
It is the simplest thing you can do to ensure your REC 
membership contributes to building your practice. If 
you would like to make changes to your profile go to 
flarecs.com/update-member-information and complete 
the template.

Does your REC struggle to identify new and interesting 
speakers for each meeting? Why not check the  
flarecs.com/calendar regularly to see what other RECS 
are doing? Each event includes the name of someone you 
can contact with questions.

SMwww.thefund.com/assembly

http://flarecs.com/update-member-information
http://flarecs.com calendar

